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Blue Smith’s late Hail Mary reception lifts 
Wayne past Fairmont 

  
     
10/15/2017 
 

By Eric Frantz - Contributing Writer   
 
 Rashad McKee called it a Hail Mary. Jay Minton said it was divine interven-
tion. L’Christian ‘Blue’ Smith said it was the first time he’d puked after a touchdown 
catch. Fairmont fans likely puked, too. 
 Catching a 39-yard deflected pass from McKee in the end zone with 14.6 
seconds left, Smith’s heroics lifted visiting Wayne to a stunning 35-28 victory at Roush 
Stadium in a Greater Western Ohio Conference National East game that carried heavy 
Division I, Region 3 playoff implications.  
 Facing third-and-11 at the Fairmont 39 with less than 30 seconds left, McKee 
pointed skyward after the snap to Smith who streaked down the visiting sideline. Fair-
mont’s Ryan Hall had perfect coverage on the play and appeared to intercept the ball 
as both he and Smith dove into the end zone. The ball somehow wiggled free and 
found its way into Smith’s hands as the duo landed.      Ballgame. 
 “The last play we called Hail Mary,” said McKee, Wayne’s junior quarterback 
who ran for three touchdowns and threw for two more. “On my dropback I was look-
ing to see where the safety was and I saw Blue was one-on-one. Ryan is a great corner 
and a great player, but I have faith in my guy. I have faith in Blue Smith. I threw it up 
and gave him a chance.” 
 Said Smith, who is committed to Ohio State: “It was all in the moment. I 
knew if I could get a hand on it, it would be mine. I just waited until it came down and 
timed it at the right moment. That was a big play for my team that I needed to make.” 
Said Minton, Wayne’s coach: “I call it divine intervention. Great players make great 
plays, but on plays like that – they’ve got some help.” 
 Wayne needed all the aid it could get. Fairmont fought hard. 
 Despite gaining just two first downs in the first half, the hosts entered 
halftime trailing just 21-14. The Firebirds first touchdown – a 21-yard run by Jake Per-
kins – was set up by a Hall interception. Jesse Deglow’s 15-yard touchdown run – 
which followed a rare 70-yard pass from Braden Miller to David Stamer – gave the 
hosts a 14-7 lead with 10:53 to go in the second quarter. 
 The Firebirds first possession of the second half was a 96-yard, 14-play drive 
that lasted 7:31 and resulted in a 27-yard Deglow touchdown run and a 21-21 score. 
The Firebirds’ second drive of the second half went 77 yards and was capped by a five-
yard run from Stamer that knotted the score 28-28. 
 With 2:28 left, Fairmont recovered a Wayne fumble and had momentum. 
Seven plays later the Firebirds were forced to punt. 
 “Way too much time,” McKee said. “We work scenarios at practice every 
Thursday and one of the scenarios we worked this week was 1:06 left and no timeouts. 
They gave us 1:10.” 
 Said Minton: “Crazy isn’t it. Tell me that’s not sent from up above.” 
 McKee, who finished 25-of-34 for 280 yards and added 67 rushing on 13 
carries, hit Smith four times (for 75 yards) on the game-winning drive. Smith finished 
the night with nine catches for 135 yards and hit a milestone with his game-winning 
grab. It was the 35th touchdown reception of his career, which ranks 20th all-time in 
Ohio history.  
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Firebird’s  Football Schedule 

TEAM OPPONENT DATE TIME LOCATION 

Varsity Centerville Friday 10-20 7:00 PM Centerville Stadium 

Junior Varsity Centerville Saturday 10-21 10:00 AM Roush Stadium 

Freshmen Centerville Saturday 10-21 12:00 PM Roush Stadium 

Week 8 Results 

TEAM OPPONENT FIREBIRDS OPPONENT 

Varsity Wayne 28 35 

Junior Varsity Wayne L W 

8th Grade Miamisburg L W 
7th Grade Miamisburg W L 

Freshmen Wayne L W 
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 We have had some pretty exciting atmospheres on Friday nights this season, espe-
cially last week against Wayne. You never want to lose a game.  Wayne was a tough one to 
lose, but a lot of  positive can come from it.   In my mind there is no such thing as a good 
loss, but we can learn a lot from this one.   
 Down the stretch we did not execute on offense, defense or  special teams.  This is a 
great lesson to understand how important it is to focus and finish.  We will take that with 
us and move on. 
 This week we face the Elks. my alma mater.  It is a date that our kids have circled 
on the calendar, they are playing people they have a relationship right down the street and 
we have not won one of  these in quite a while.  The right man (Brent Ullery) is in charge, 
no question about it, down there.  He has lived that experience and was cultured the same 
way as me. Our styles might be a    little different, but we are preaching the same message 
to the kids.  So it is going to be a great game! 
           

         Coach Dave Miller 

Inside the Huddle 
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Inside the Headset 

  

  Last week we did not play as well as we would have liked. We did not capitalize on 
opportunities during the Northmont game.  We got better in the second half  after making 
some good adjustments.  However it was not enough, we did not put two halves together to 
get a win.  In the GWOC you do not have time to dwell on it.  You fix it on Saturday morning 
and by 10:00 AM you are on to Fairmont.  This is a huge game, a big rivalry, as well as the 
longest in our school history. 
 I believe our players learned that they cannot take anything for granted. I do not believe 
they took Northmont lightly by any means, but they have to realize they need to go and slug it 
out there every time. They have to win every game by themselves, they cannot think others are 
going to win it for them.  
 This Fairmont team leaves no bullets in the chamber and I do not think we do either.  I 
would say this is a must win for us. The only thing worse than losing one game is losing the 
second game after that.  Both teams will come out fighting, both teams will be “swinging 
punches” and we will find out who is left standing at the end.   
            

         Coach Ullery 

  FAIRMONT at  CENTERVILLE 
  
-When:   7 p.m. Friday October 20th 
-Where: Centerville Stadium  
 
-Last meeting: 2016,  Centerville ?? 
 
-Centerville (7-1):  defeated Fairfield 30-23, 
Lakota West 42-21, Pickerington North 27-26, 
Springfield 24-12, Springboro 31-19, Wayne 
39-22, Lebanon 42-21, lost to Northmont 14-21 
 
-Fairmont (6-2)  defeated Alter 13-12, 
Hamilton 22-6, Milford 42-0, Springboro 40-38, 
lost to Beavercreek 3-14, beat Miamisburg 28-
26, West Carrollton 62-0, lost to Wayne 28-35  
 
-Top Firebirds: 12 Braden Miller QB, 15 Jesse 
Deglow FB, 2 Ryan Hall WR DB, 26 David 
Stamer HB, 42 Trey Baker FB LB,  1 Margies 
Williams DB 
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Centerville Preview 

1st Year Head Coach Brent Ullery 
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Centerville  Preview 

Quarterback Alec Grandin 
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“Hail Mary” 00:14 Seconds 
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Wayne – Fairmont Statistics  
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Fairmont Game Stats Summary 
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Drive Chart F F 
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Defensive Stats 
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Kicking Stats 
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Offensive Stats 
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Scoring Summary 
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Wayne Action 
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Wayne Action 
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Fairmont – Centerville Tradition 

The Centerville—Fairmont rivalry is the oldest in the Greater Western 
Ohio League  dating back to 1967. 

The two schools have played 64 times and the following pages help to 
bring back some memories. 

1967 2017 
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Fairmont – Centerville Tradition 

Fairmont West’s Don Gaines, John Storrs, Scott Jackson and Tom Wendling (85) 
put their unyielding pass rush on the Centerville Elk quarterback. 

Fairmont junior 
quarterback Wes Roberts 

sets up to pass against 
strong Centerville 
defensive pressure 

1971 

1973 
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Fairmont – Centerville Tradition 
Fairmont halfback Tim 
Irelan uses speed and 
strength to elude four 

tacklers from Centerville 
in a tough Western Ohio 

League (WOL)  game 

1995 
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Fairmont – Centerville Tradition 

2007 

2008 
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Fairmont – Centerville Tradition 

2009 

2012 
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Fairmont – Centerville Tradition 
     
 2013 

2014 
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Fairmont – Centerville Tradition 

2016 

2015 
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2017 Road to the Playoffs 
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NEWSLETTER 
The Fairmont Firebirds football newsletter is published weekly.  The goal 
is an attempt to capture all of  the excitement of  Friday Night Lights. This 

newsletter could not be published without a great team of  people.  The 
members are listed below and we thank them for their efforts! 

STATISTICS PROVIDED:  

Pat Bretelson 
Tom Townsend 
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Firebird Newsletter Publisher 
 Jim Ehrensberger 

Any questions or comments please contact Jim 
jehrensberger@att.net 
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Robert Williamson II 

Alicia Norris 
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Jim & Cathy Siewe 
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